
 

International Planetary Data Alliance 
INFORMATION NOTE 5 

SECOND QUARTER 2008 

This information note of the International Planetary Data Alliance presents a 

review of the activities and on-going IPDA projects for everyone interested in 

these activities. All readers are encouraged to further circulate this note among 

colleagues. 

The IPDA WWW page is accessible at http://planetarydata.org. The site offers 

both a public view with the most basic information and officially released 

documents, and a working platform for members of an IPDA project. 

 

STATUS OF THE PROJECTS APPROVED DURING THE 2ND STEERING 

COMMITTEE MEETING (JULY 2007) 

 The project IPDA Requirements (overall IPDA requirement document), led by 

Dan Crichton, has been successfully closed. 

 The project Data Dictionary Modelling (model for the IPDA data dictionary), 

led by Steve Hughes, has been successfully closed. 

 The project Cospar, led by Reta Beebe, organized he IPDA presentation session 

at Cospar general assembly in Montreal (July 2008). It also prepared and 

circulated a resolution that has been presented at the commission B business 

meeting, during the Cospar general assembly. 

 The remaining projects (Small-Bodies Interoperability Demonstrator, led 

by Iku Shinohara; Standard Data Model, Assessment of Draft, led by Peter 

Allan; PDAP, Assessment of Draft Protocol, led by Yukio Yamamoto; 

Interoperability: Query Model, lead by Iku Shinohara) could not be finished, 

for various reasons.   

http://planetarydata.org/


 The project Venus Express Interoperability, led by Nancy Chanover, will be 

finished by December 2008. 

THIRD STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 

The third Steering Committee meeting was held on July 11-12, immediately 

before the Cospar General Assembly, in Montreal, Canada. The key points that 

have been  discussed during the meeting are:  

 the old and new projects 

 the resolution to be presented to Cospar 

 the interaction between IPDA and a wider scientific community 

 the interaction between IPDA and the international institutions 

 

 A resolution on international access to planetary and lunary data has been 

presented and approved by the Cospar. The core of the resolution is a series of 

recommendations about the role of IPDA and funding agencies. You can find the 

text of the resolution at the end of this bulletin. 

 The interrelations between IPDA and other international activities and 

institutions in the field of planetary data (Europlanet, IVOA, Small 

Bodies/Mars/Moon Exploration Working Groups) have been discussed. 

 Europlanet is an international proposal that participated successfully at a call issued by the 

"Support to Research Infrastructures" action of the 6th Framework Programme. It is a four-years 

project that started operating on 1 January 2005 and will finish on December 2008, but its 

continuation, proposed under the 7th Framework Programme, has been approved. Europlanet 

is a coordination action to support the planetology studies in Europe. One of its main activities is 

the Integrated and Distributed Information Service (IDIS), aimed at the creation of a Planetary 

Virtual Observatory. It is written in the proposal that in all the matters related to the archival of 

data IPDA recommendations will be followed. 

 The interaction with a wider scientific community poses the question of interlingua and in 

general of the interrelations first with the Virtual Observatory concept, and then with the 

International Virtual Observatory  Alliance (IVOA) in itself. IPDA will try to be as much 

interoperable with other alliances as possible and get benefit from their experience.  

It is the opinion of the Steering Committee that IPDA should be represented 

whenever and wherever planetary data archival and distribution are concerned, 

and that IPDA should ask for same archival policy (standards!) for exploration 

missions as for science missions.  

 A technical group, formed by representatives from all the institutions 

represented at IPDA, is formed under the lead of Pedro Osuna.  

 



PROJECTS APPROVED DURING THE 3ND STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING  

1. Inter-operable PDAP implementations (leader Jesus Salgado) 

This is an inter-agency project with the aim of implementing access to different 

missions  data by using the PDAP protocol. 

2. Small bodies interoperability (leader Iku Shinohara) 

The project is a continuation of a project approved during the 2nd SC meeting.  

3. PDAP assessment (leader Yukio Yamamoto) 

The project is a continuation of project approved during the 2nd SC meeting.   

4. IPDA Architecture and Standards Definition (leader Dan Crichton) 

The project is aimed at the definition of the critical architecture and related 

standards necessary to support construction of IPDA-compliant archive systems. 

 

5. IPDA Information Model and Data Dictionary (leader Steve Hughes) 

The project is a continuation of the IPDA Archive Data Standards Requirements 

Identification Project.  

IPDA PRESENTATIONS 

July 13-20, 2008, 37th COSPAR Scientific Assembly, Montreal, Canada 

“Presentation of the International Planetary Data Alliance –  

An integrated approach to data access” 

An entire session,  held on July 13-14, has been devoted to IPDA. 

FUTURE IPDA PRESENTATIONS 

June-July 2009, Rome, 4nd IPDA Steering Committee meeting. 

 

 

Please forward this information note to your colleagues. In case of further questions, 

please email to the Steering Committee of the IPDA (ipda-sc@planetarydata.org) or to 

the IPDA chair Maria Teresa Capria (mariateresa.capria@iasf-roma.inaf.it) and 

deputy-chair Yasumasa Kasaba (kasaba@pat.geophys.tohoku.ac.jp). 
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RESOLUTION N. 1/2008 APPROVED AT THE 37TH COSPAR SCIENTIFIC 

ASSEMBLY INTERNATIONAL ACCESS TO PLANETARY AND LUNAR 

DATA 

Taking into account that: 

1. It is in the general interest of the planetary science community that data 

archives be made as widely accessible as possible, 

2.  Existing technology via the world-wide web supports efficient and cost 

effective access. 

3. Sustained sequential missions by specific agencies are rare and limitations 

imposed by gaps in temporal coverage, spatial resolution and frequency 

coverage can be partially overcome by sharing of international databases. 

4. The scientific yield that can be achieved through open international access 

and collaboration will be greatly enhanced. 

COSPAR notes that there is a need for common data standards and tools to enhance 

international access to data acquired by planetary and lunar missions and recognizes 

that the International Planetary Data Alliance (IPDA)* is taking active steps to 

achieve these goals.   

COSPAR therefore encourages the appropriate agencies to cooperate with the IPDA 

efforts. 

*The International Planetary Data Alliance (IPDA) is an international effort focused on the 

development and collaboration of standards for data archiving and promotion of 
interoperability among planetary science data archive systems in order to share scientific 

results returned from exploration of the solar system. 

 

 


