 Report on the IPDA PDS3 project on Archiving guide 
At the July 2009 Steering Committee, a new project was discussed regarding the improvement of the existing documentation on the preparation of PDS archives. For this reason, it was decided to revise the existing documentation, and derive suggestions and recommendations for their improvement.
These are the conclusions of the project:

· The documentation has been found greatly improved with respect to few years ago. This applies in particular to the web pages, that make a good presentation of the subject. 
· A document intermediate between the Preparation Guide and the more technical Standard Reference, containing in a compact way basic principles and rules for building PDS archives, would be useful. 

· It should be stressed how important would be to prepare timely and in advance an adequate SW pipeline, for the calibration and analysis of the data, taking into account PDS-compliant formats since the beginning. 

· Usage examples should be spread everywhere in the documentation. 

· Suggestions and recommendations on how to include in the archives documentation on why an observation has been performed should be given. 

· A cost document, giving to the teams a realistic evaluation of what producing a good archive implies, should be made available. The whole process should be taken into account (from the drafting of the archive to the liens resolution. 

