Ancillary Data Project

Final Report for 2009/2010

The Ancillary Data Project was initiated at the IPDA SC meeting in July 2009, with Charles Acton appointed as the chairperson.

Project Objectives

The Ancillary Data Standards project set as its objectives the identification of standards, recommendations and best practices for calculating, archiving, accessing and using ancillary data associated with space science instrument data. In this context “ancillary data” focuses on observation geometry parameters and allied time measurements needed for fully characterizing the observing conditions associated with instrument data.

The project will refrain from specifying specific implementation means, leaving these decisions to ancillary data producers and ancillary data users (consumers).
Project Activities

A proposed outline for work was prepared by the chairperson and sent out to project members for comments. A modest amount of feedback was received as most members were very busy with other work.

The project chairperson was also quite busy with other work and did not take further action.

Some uncertainty about how to move forward prevailed in that, despite the intention to remain agnostic of implementation means, nevertheless the community seems to be universally using SPICE.

End of Year 2009/2010 Status

The project chairperson prepared a report (viewgraph format) that was sent to and presented at the July 2010 SC meeting in Bremen, Germany. The SC discussed the report and status in general and made the following resolution:

The IPDA members generally agreed that approaching from a SPICE agnostic point of view probably didn’t make sense in hindsight.   Going forward, it was recommended that IPDA consider endorsing the use of SPICE and then look for ways to adopt it.  There was some concerns raised over the NASA specific support and dependency.  All recognized that the SPICE team is doing a good job and that the IPDA role should be to help look for ways to internationalize it.   It was recommended that the project be put into an idle state for a year at which time the question of how to internationalize SPICE should be addressed.

